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Foreword

We want to congratulate our Nepali colleagues at INSEC for
preparing this document which will undoubtedly become an important
resource and tool for human rights advocates in the country.

The Rome Statute is a great historic advance which offers hope
for ending impunity for these grave crimes of international concern.
Although the Statute is not retroactive, that is- it does not have
jurisdiction for crimes committed prior to its entry into force on July
1, 2002- it is a prospective instrument of hope for deterring future
crimes.

It is crucial that people in civil society, media, academia,
parliaments and judiciary of all legal systems in the world have access
to the Rome Statute, and thus the translation of this document into
Nepali represents an important contribution that will pave the way
toward an increased awareness around the Court’s mandate and
jurisdiction in Nepal.

The Statute recognizes the primary role of national judicial
systems in the investigation and prosecution of the crimes under the
Court’s jurisdiction, establishing that it will only act when a State is
unable or unwilling to prosecute on its own. Therefore the
strengthening of national systems remains a vital goal in the context
of this new system of international justice. Simultaneously, continued
efforts are needed to strengthen the ICC and ensure its universality.
With every new ratification, the era of impunity fades, to be replaced
by one of strengthened national legal systems backed by a new system
of international criminal justice, anchored by a new world court. We
hope that this crucial resource will assist the accession process to the
Rome Statute in Nepal and that Asian representation at the Court will
continue to increase.

Alas, the ICC will not be a panacea, and terrible war crimes
and crimes against humanity will be committed far into this new
century. However, the Rome treaty and the ICC represent a historic
contribution in the pursuit and fusion of peace, the rule of law and
democracy.

William R. Pace

Convener

Coalition for the International Criminal Court
April 2007
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